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forests. Pulse is sent out in boats by merchants living on the Irra-waddy and the Mu; rice and European goods come in by rail, principally from Mandalay; and sesamum oil in carts from the Sagaing and Lower Chindwin Districts, Boats fetch tobacco from Sagaing, Myingyan, and Pakokku; ngapi (fish-paste) is brought by rail from Mandalay and in boats from the deltaic Districts of Lower Burma; and rice comes by rail from Kawlin and Wuntho in the neighbouring District of Katha. As Shwebo District is poor, the wants of the people are confined for the most part to these main articles of consumption. The chief centres for boats are Kyaukmyaung, Thitseingyi, and Shein-maga on the Irrawaddy, and Mugan, Sinin, and Ye-u on the Mu, The jaggery sugar from the Ye-u subdivision is exported in carts to Katha, where it finds a ready sale owing to its damp-resisting properties. Mandalay supplies the raw Chinese or Indian silk used by the silk-weavers of the District.
The Burma Railway runs through the heart of Shwebo, linking Myitkyina with Mandalay, and serving the whole District, as from almost every station a road branches out either east to the Irrawaddy or west to the Mu. The Public Works department maintains 48 miles of metalled, and 203 miles of unmetalled roads. The principal metalled roads are from Shwebo to Kyaukmyaung (17 miles), connecting the Mu valley with the Irrawaddy, and from Kinu to Ye-u (13 miles). The most important unmetalled tracks are from Kinu to Kabwet on the Irrawaddy 9 miles below Thabeikkyin, whence an important metalled road climbs to Mogok, the head-quarters of the Ruby Mines District; from Ye-u to Paga on the Upper Chindwin border; and from Ye-u to Saingbyin on the Lower Chindwin border. The District fund keeps up 86 miles of unmetalled roads. The Irrawaddy is navigable all the year round, and the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company's express and cargo steamers between Mandalay and Bhamo call at Kyaukmyaung and at Kabwet every week in each direction. The ferry steamer plying between Mandalay and Thabeikkyin also calls at those two stations, as well as at Sheinmaga and Thitseingyi, twice a week in each direction. The Mu is navigable in the rains by native craft to the borders of Katha District. There are five ferries across the Irrawaddy, and eleven across the Mu, at convenient distances from each other.
Its capricious rainfall always renders the District liable to partial scarcity, but the only serious failure of crops that has occurred in
Famine         reCGnt yearS WaS in l89I<   Ye"u was then a seParate .    *        District,  comprising   the present Ye-u  subdivision
and the Kyunhla township, and it was in the former area that the distress was most acute. It was due to a series of bad harvests caused by deficient rainfall, and pressed all the more heavily on the people